
Our Next Meeting

March 17,2010

General Meeting at 7:30 pm

AKC Museum of the Dog

1721 S. Mason Road

St. Louis, MO 63131

Directions: Queeny Park, home of the 

Museum, is accessible from Hwy 40/64 

at the Mason Road exit or from I-270 by 

taking the Manchester exit to Mason Road.

Guests and well-behaved

leashed dogs are always welcome!

Donõt forget to check 

out the Calendar of 

Events

We have several 

exciting things planned
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IRISH PROVERB
A dog owns nothing, yet is seldom dissatisfied
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March Meeting 
ST PATRICK'S DAY CELEBRATION

Come wearing your green and even dress up and bring your Goldens!

Refreshments will be served after the club meeting.

If anyone would like to offer to bring cookies (for humans or dogs), cakes, munchies, soda 

or whatever that would be great.

Just no GREEN beer, okay?
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A Dog's Purpose?
(from a 6-year-old)

Being a veterinarian, I had been called to examine a ten-year-old Irish Wolfhound named 

Belker. The dog's owners, Ron, his wife Lisa, and their little boy Shane, were all very 

attached to Belker, and they were hoping for a miracle. I examined Belker and found he 

was dying of cancer. I told the family we couldn't do anything for Belker, and offered to 

perform the euthanasia procedure for the old dog in their home. As we made 

arrangements, Ron and Lisa told me they thought it would be good for six-year-old 

Shane to observe the procedure. They felt as though Shane might learn something from 

the experience.

The next day, I felt the familiar catch in my throat as Belker 's family surrounded him. 

Shane seemed so calm, petting the old dog for the last time, that I wondered if he 

understood what was going on. Within a few minutes, Belker slipped peacefully 

away.The little boy seemed to accept Belker's transition without any difficulty or 

confusion. We sat together for a while after Belker's Death, wondering aloud about the 

sad fact that animal lives are shorter than human lives.

Shane, who had been listening quietly, piped up, ''I know why.''

Startled, we all turned to him. What came out of his mouth next stunned me I'd never 

heard a more comforting explanation It has changed the way I try and live.

He said,''People are born so that they can learn how to live a good life -- like loving 

everybody all the time and being nice, right?'' The Six-year-old continued,''Well, dogs 

already know how to do that, so they don't have to stay as long. ''

Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly
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From Rita Langford:

Mr. Carter is now Ch. Owling's 

Ring of Fire. He took a 4 point 

major in Indy to complete his 

title. He was handled for his entire 

Title by Carrie Rosenkoetter that 

she achieved in less than a year

From Ruth Ann:

At the Tri County agility trial Brooke earned her MXJ.  She is now 

Springcreek's Beyond Believen UD RA MX MXJ NAP NJP

From Sharon Rosenkoetter:

NEW TDX

Carl Rosenkoetter and Melina ( officially known as CH 

SANDSPUR FOR YOUR EYES ONLY,TD) earned the title of 

TDX at Greater Kansas City Dog Training Club's TDX test on 

Feb 28th. It was a 12 dog test with two sets of judges. Carl 

drew Track #3 on the Blue Side, with judges, Connie Austin & 

Ule James. The ground was covered with snow ( which 

Melina usually hated) and temps were in mid 20's 

(maybe)....Melina had a strong start. She had very little 

trouble with most of the track, never looking at cross tracks, 

finding the three articles on the track, etc... But nothing could 

top the smile on Carl's face when he held that glove up high 

at the end. Melina was the first dog Carl trained & finished a 

TDX on... The test added 6 new TDXS ( 3 for Blue side & 3 

on Red side). It was a GREAT day 

Ch. Springcreek Tawnytyke Sloop, CD, RAE, OA, AXJ, NJP, CGC

Finished her OJP title at the TAC agility trial Feb. 20, 2010 with two 

firsts and one second place

From Joyce:
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GRCA NATIONAL 
SPECIALTY 2012 

 
WEôRE APPROVED! 
SO WHATôS NEXT? 
Karen Arbuthnot 

 
 As you all know by now, GRCA recently 
approved our request to host the 2012 National 
Specialty.  Our club is extremely fortunate to 
have experienced club members who worked so 
hard in 1997 and 2000 and helped make those 
National Specialties such a successful venture 
for our club.  Unfortunately, since then many of 
our members have ñretiredò, moved away or 
simply are no longer active in our club.  The 
good thing is we have many new members who 
we will be counting on to step up and play an 
active role in putting on a quality event in 2012.   
 
Appointment of Event Chairs and Other Key 
Committee Chairs 
 Many of you have already emailed, told 
me in person, or called to offer your help in 
whatever capacity was needed.  Some of you 
were specific in what job(s) you were most 
interested in or felt the most capable of making 
such a long-term commitment to.  Thank you to 
all of you who came forward and volunteered!  
There are plenty of jobs to go around, believe 
me.  Many of us will be multi-tasking and 
wearing several hats in the next two and a half 
years.  Not everyone can be a chairman and 
certainly many people donôt want that 
responsibility.  Many of our members are 
already chairing the clubôs annual trials, tests, 
shows and clinics and this is one more HUGE 
burden on their available free time.  A key part of 
my job is to have people in place who will work 
together to form one cohesive event, not several 
independent ones.  Ideally, event chairs should 
be GRCA members and willing to sacrifice 
exhibiting their own dogs at the event they 
oversee.  They should form their own working 
committee and discuss possible judges. 
 
Determine What Optional Events We Want To 
Hold and Finalize the Schedule 
 GRCA only requires that we hold the 
specialty show, junior showmanship, obedience 
trial, field trial, WC/WCX tests and the TD & TDX 
tracking tests.  The optional events include 
Sweepstakes, Agility, Rally, Hunting Tests, VST 
tracking test, CCA, and the Triathalon Award.  

Based on our clubôs experience and strengths, 
itôs pretty safe to assume that we will be holding 
sweepstakes, agility, and rally trials.  Some of 
our tracking, agility and field ñspecialistsò have 
already expressed a desire to hold a VST, a 
hunt test and multiple agility trials that week.  
The final decision should rest on the event 
chairs as a whole based on budget, time 
constraints, conflicts and available resources. 
 
Come Up With A Theme and Develop A Logo 
 Now comes the FUN part!  In 1997, we 
had club members submit all their theme ideas 
and then the club voted for their favorite.  This is 
our logo for that National (which used our 
original club logo designed by Golden Retriever 
breeder judge Marcia Schlehr): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 For the 2000 National, we again started 
with a huge list of theme ideas.  The specialty 
committee whittled it down to three and then had 
the club vote on which one they preferred.  We 
commissioned artist Marcia Schlehr to draw our 
logo representing this theme and here is what it 
became: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The end resultðtwo great themes and two 
beautiful logos.  So now itôs up to all of you to 
put your thinking caps on and start writing down 
those theme ideas for the 2012 National.  We 
can then vote on which one we like and the 
appropriate artwork to go with it. 



NS 2012 Meeting And Purina Events Center 
Tour 
 Our club dance card is really, really full 
for the next 2-3 months with the GRCA All-Breed 
Field Trial, the GRC-GSL back-to-back specialty 
weekend with conformation, obedience, rally 
and three days of agility, and the clubôs Annual 
Awards Banquet.  Some four weeks after that 
weôre having our hunt tests and WC/WCX tests.  
If you then factor in all the shows, trials, and 
other dog-related training sessions that our 
members participate in, you can see the 
challenge in coming up with a time that most of 
us can get together.   As anxious as many of us 
are to get started, it may work out best to wait 
until June to set up a meeting date and location.  
I will work on that and keep everyone posted on 
where and when. 
 
 The Director of Purina Farms, Brock 
Fitzgerald, has extended an invitation to take our 
members on a tour of their new facility.  The last 
I heard it was due to open sometime in June.  
One thought I had was to see if we could tour 
the site the weekend of our specialty since many 
of us will already be there working or exhibiting.  
Let me know if you like this idea and Iôll talk to 
Brock and see if itôs possible. 
 
What Can YOU Do? 
 If you havenôt already contacted me, let 
me know if thereôs a particular event or 
committee youôre interested in working on.  
Send me an email at karamor@earthlink.net or 
give me a call at 636-332-0251.  If youôre not 
sure yet, thatôs fine.  There will be plenty of jobs 
and plenty of time to commit. 
 
 If youôd like an overview of just whatôs 
involved with putting on an event of this size, I 
encourage you to check out the GRCA website 
and read The GRCA National Specialty 
Handbook.  This handbook is a guideline for 
clubs to use to make staging the entire National 
Specialty easier.  It contains detailed job 
descriptions and GRCA policies and 
recommendations. 
 
Cheers! 
 
~Karen~ 

Here is a list I have so far of who have 
volunteered for a particular job.  Some of the 
vacant positions we may be able to fill with 
ñoutsiders.ò  These are people who arenôt GRC-
GSL members, but who have the experience, 
desire and/or available time to lend us a helping 
hand.  If you know someone like that, please tell 
them to contact me! 
 
2012 NS COMMITTEE 

General Chair Karen Arbuthnot 

Treasurer Shirley Peskie 

  

Event Chairs  

Agility  Lesley Albin 

CCA  

Conformation  Karen Arbuthnot, Margie 
Williams 

Field Trial John Gassner, Sue Lister 

Hunt Test  

Obedience  Pat Kasten 

Rally  Makalah Boyer 

Tracking  Sharon Rosenkoetter 

WC/WCX  Jeannie Greenlee 

  

Committees  

Catalog Advertising  

Chief Ring Steward-
Conformation 

Margie Williams 

Chief Ring Steward-Obedience  

Decorations / Special Effects  

Emergency Coordinator  

Fundraising  

Grooming Reservations Rita Langford 

Grounds Bill Page, Danny Favreau, 
Mike Stemmler 

Health Clinic Coordinator  

Hospitality Allison White 

HospitalityðField Trial/Dinner  

HospitalityðJudges  

HospitalityðTracking Suzanne Wakefield 

Information Officer  

Parade of Rescue Mike Stemmler and Gateway 
Golden Rescue 

Parade of Titleholders  

Photographer Coordinator  

Raffles Janet Guethle, Joyce 
Ottenad 

Rosettes Collette Schuler 

RSVP Contact Shirley Peskie, Collette 
Schuler 

RV Parking & Reservations Bill & Mary Page 

Sales/Merchandise Cheryl Murphy 

Treasurer Shirley Peskie 

Trophies  

Trophy Donations  

Vendors Darleen Harmon 

Volunteer Coordinator  

Website Coordinator/Webmaster  

 
(Items in ITALICS are possibilities/pending) 
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GRCA Spring All Breed Field Trial 

April 2-3, 2010

AKC Field Trial

Golden Retriever Club of America 

www.entryexpress.net

Welcome to the 2010 Golden Retriever Club of America All 

Breed Spring Field Trial. 

This event is hosted by the 

Golden Retriever Club of Greater St. Louis. 

A special thanks to the Missouri Department of Conservation 

and the staff at the August A. Busch Memorial 

Conservation

Good Luck to all Participants!

Chairman Secretary

Sue Lister John Gassner

410 Aubuchon Rd. 739 Topnotch Ln

Troy, MO 63379 Eureka, MO 63025

lister@centurytel.net john.gassner@gmail.com

Sasha Josopovic - Chief Marshal
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GRC GSL 2010 

Spring Specialty
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Golden Retriever Club of Greater St Louis Specialty Shows

April 10-11, 2010

Purina Farms, Gray Summit, MO 

Including Puppy and Veteran Sweepstakes

Junior Showmanship

All breed Obedience and Rally trials

Agility Trials April 9-11

Premium list now available at 

http://www.labtestedsecretary.com

Obedience and Rally are held under Option 2:  preference to 

Golden Retrievers; all other breeds' entries will be put on a 

waiting list until closing and then entered into the trials until the 

limits are reached.

Entries close March 24 at 6:00 pm

The Golden Retriever Club of Greater St Louis is also holding 

all breed agility trials on April 9-11 at this same site.

See http://www.labtestedsecretary.com for more info.

http://www.labtestedsecretary.com/
http://www.labtestedsecretary.com/


GRC GSL
Spring Specialty

Raffle

Your help is needed!

We are collecting raffle items for our 

Spring Specialty

Please donate a basket or other 

items to our raffle

Please volunteer to sell tickets and 

work the raffle booth

Please bring your items:

1. To the March 17th meeting

2. To the Specialty 

3. Contact Rita or Mary
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Please note:  Jeannie will not be able to continue in her role as the Annual Awards Program Chair

in 2011.  Interested parties should contact the Board of Directors. 

�;�1�7�•�4�'���+�0�8�+�6�'�&��

Please join us on
April 21, 2010

Mark Your Calendars Now!
Help Celebrate the Many Accomplishments 

our Goldens and Club Members
Achieved in 2009

More details on the Annual Awards Program 
can be found on our website

Photos from the 2009 Awards Banquet
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